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On April 5, Diana Ortiz, member of the Catholic Ursuline religious order, returned to Guatemala
to provide additional testimony on her experience of abduction, rape and torture in November
1989. According to Ortiz, the perpetrators were members of the Guatemalan public security
forces. Throughout the four-four visit in Guatemala, the US Embassy provided Ortiz with security
services. She was accompanied by two of her attorneys and Ursuline order members. Ortiz, a
native of Grants, New Mexico, arrived in Guatemala in January 1989 to work in Huehuetenango
department on several social welfare projects. After receiving numerous death threats, she left
the country in July. Ortiz then returned to Guatemala on Sept. 19, 1989, and in October, was once
again subjected to death threats. The abduction and rape occurred Nov. 2. Following her return to
the US in November 1989, Ortiz provided details of the incident in a sworn statement. Ortiz said
she was kidnapped from a convent garden in Antigua, near Guatemala City. Subsequently, Ortiz
stated that she was taken to a warehouse where she was repeatedly beaten and raped by a group of
men. The men, she said, were public security force members, and one appeared to be a US national.
Next, Ortiz said she was dumped on a Guatemala City street the following morning after her US
citizenship was confirmed. In a suit against the Guatemalan government filed in the US courts in
1989, Ortiz charged the National Police and then- defense minister Gen. Hector Alejandro Gramajo
with abduction, aggravated rape and death threats. (See CAU, 07/12/91 for prior coverage.) Gramajo
dismissed Ortiz's allegations, asserting that she concocted the story to cover up a suicide attempt
following the break-up of a lesbian love affair. In 1991, a federal court in Boston ordered Gramajo
to pay Ortiz US$10 million in damages. In statements to reporters on April 3, special prosecutor
Fernando Linares said that Ortiz's sworn statements contained "incongruities" which, in addition
to her failure to follow standard procedures had, for all practical purposes, brought the case to a
standstill. He noted that Ortiz had refused to provide testimony to Guatemalan authorities and did
not submit to a gynecological exam following the alleged rape. On April 6, Ortiz met with Auxiliary
Archbishop of Guatemala Juan Gerardi, Human Rights Attorney General Ramiro de Leon and
members of the Guatemalan Clergy Confederation (CONFREGUA). Next, on April 7, Ortiz testified
before presiding Judge Leticia Secaira in Antigua, on the following day, participated in an on-
the-scene reconstruction of the events of Nov. 2, 1989. In statements to reporters before returning
to the US on April 9, Ortiz accused special prosecutor Linares of attempting to intimidate her
during testimony before Judge Secaira. According to Ortiz, Linares claims she will not "cooperate."
However, she added, "rather than assisting me [in his capacity] as a representative of the state,...
[Linares] has adopted a position before the court in favor of my victimizers." Attorney Edgar Lemos
said that Ortiz's legal team was considering legal recourse to force the removal of Linares from the
case. Next, Ortiz said, "I will go forward with the investigations because I believe that it is important
to show my captors that they have not silenced me, nor have they destroyed my spirit. They must
learn that they cannot continue committing these crimes with impunity. I go on not just for myself,
but for all of those who have been tortured, or disappeared, or forced to leave their country...and
for all of those who carry in their hearts the pain of the terrible crimes that their loved ones have
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suffered and continue suffering." Government spokesperson Gonzalo Asturias said that President
Jorge Serrano's administration would cooperate to clear up the facts of the case. He said, "The
government is not a partner to violence, terrorism nor impunity." (Basic data from Associated Press,
04/04/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/04-09/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 04/03/92, 04/06/92, 04/09/92; Inter Press Service, 04/09/92)
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